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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The Request for Continued Examination (RCE) filed on 15 November 2004 under 37 
CFR 1 .53(d) based on parent Application No. 09/870,651 is acceptable and a RCE has been 
established. An action on the RCE follows. 

2. The amendments filed on 17 June 2004, submitted with the filing of the RCE have been 
received and entered. Claims 1-17 as amended are pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-9 and 11-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Smith 
et al. U.S. Patent 5,614,993. 

Referring to claims 1 and 9, Smith et al. teach an image forming apparatus comprising a 
setup screen of a hierarchical multi-stage type that allows a complete set of hierarchical multi- 
stage predetermined conditions to be set up for all stages of the hierarchy (a complete set of 
hierarchical multi-stage conditions can be set up so that all sub-conditions for all stages of the 
hierarchy, such as conditions under standard features, job level features and page level features 
can be set up via the display on the screen) (column 5, line 50 - column 7, line 17; this can 
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further be seen in Figures 11-12, where a hierarchical multi-stage job level feature can be set up, 
in which the user selects the "Edge Erase" sub-feature from the job level feature screen shown in 
Figure 1 1, to display the sub-setup screen of Figure 12); a setup confirmation screen that allows 
the complete set of hierarchical multi-stage predetermined conditions set up through the setup 
screen to be displayed together in a package for confirmation (users can check the entire machine 
setup conditions by actuating the summary key 49 on panel 13, as shown in Figures 7 and 27, 
where an overview screen of the job is displayed, displaying confirmation for the set up 
conditions, including standard features, job level features and page level features are displayed 
together as a package on the screen) (column 2, lines 11-15, column 6, lines 19-27 and column 9, 
lines 13-61); and a memory registration command section located on the setup confirmation 
screen that stores in memories the complete set of predetermined conditions confirmed through 
the setup confirmation screen (column 2, lines 34-47 and column 8, line 48 - column 9, line 34) 
(this is further shown in Figure 7, where the setup confirmation, or summary screen, is shown; 
on the setup confirmation screen, there is a memory registration command section, shown by the 
button labeled "Define Name", that allows the user to store, or save the set of conditions set up 
by the user in memory); and wherein the complete set of predetermined conditions are 
retrievable and reusable (the saved jobs can be recalled by the user, as shown in Figures 26 and 
27; Figure 26 shows giving users the ability to recall a set of conditions, for example, job 10, and 
Figure 27 shows displaying the overview summary screen for the retrieved setup conditions 
associated with job 10) (column 9, lines 13-61), and an image forming unit forming the image on 
the basis of the predetermined conditions stored (producing copy jobs in accordance with 
selected operating features) (column 2, lines 34-42). 
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Referring to claims 2 and 11, Smith et al. teach the setup condition input device being a 
touch panel input device (touch screen display device) including a display section (display 
device) displaying predetermined information and a touch panel (touch screen) located on the 
front face of the display section, as recited in column 1, lines 40-44 and column 5, lines 38-47. 
This is also shown in Figure 4. 

Referring to claims 3 and 12, Smith et al. teach the setup confirmation screen 
(summarization screen) having a display section displaying item contents of the predetermined 
conditions set up through the setup screen and associated set values thereof and a scroll button 
selectively displaying the item contents and the associated set values, as recited in column 7, 
lines 53-67 and shown in Figures 7, 12 and 15. Figure 12 shows scroll buttons selectively 
displaying the item contents (the arrows and "side 1" and "side 2" buttons allows the users to 
selectively show the contents on the display). Figures 7 and 15 show the confirmation screen 
displaying the conditions and values setup though the setup screen. 

Referring to claims 4 and 13, Smith et al. teach the setup confirmation screen having a 
first display section to provide a display of the item contents of the predetermined conditions set 
up through the setup screen and a second display section to provide a display of the associated 
set values in correspondence with the first display section, as recited in column 6, lines 23-39. 
This is further shown in Figure 7, where the confirmation includes the first display of the item 
contents of the conditions set up (such as Copy Quality, Paper Supply, Staple, Collate, etc.) and 
the second display of the set values for each predetermined item content (such as "S" for Copy 
Quality, "Lower" for Paper Supply, "Landscape" for Staple and "No" for Collate, etc.). 
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Referring to claims 5 and 14, Smith et al. teach the memory registration screen provided 
to include a plurality of memory buttons (job number buttons shown in Figure 25) allowing the 
predetermined conditions confirmed through the setup confirmation screen to be stored in a 
memory that is corresponding to one of the plurality of memory buttons, and the setup 
confirmation screen (the screen shown on the display) is shifted to the memory registration 
screen while the memory registration command is being operated (the job table screen is shown 
on the display instead of the setup condition summary screen when the memory key is actuated), 
as recited in column 8, lines 61-67 and continuing onto column 9, lines 1-6. Furthermore, the 
"Define Name" button shown in the setup confirmation screen in Figure 7 allows users to save 
the set of setup printing conditions in memory. Therefore, by pressing the "Define Name" 
button shown in the setup confirmation screen in Figure 7, the user can be shifted to the memory 
registration screen of Figure 26, where the set of setup conditions can be stored in memory as a 
job (column 9, lines 15-34). 

Referring to claims 6 and 15, Smith et al. teach the predetermined conditions confirmed 
through the setup confirmation screen stored in the memory through the memory registration 
screen, as recited in column 8, lines 61-67 and continuing onto column 9, lines 1-6. This can 
further be seen in Figure 25. 

Referring to claims 7 and 16, Smith et al. teach a memory call-up command section 
provided to execute call-up of the predetermined conditions stored in the memories for use 
(retrieve saved jobs), as recited in column 8, lines 61-67 and continuing onto column 9, lines 1-6 
and 32-42. 
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Referring to claims 8 and 17, Smith et al. teach the memory call-up command section 
appearing while the memory call-up command section is being operated, as recited in Figure 9, 
lines 32-42 and shown in Figure 25. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



4. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Smith et al. U.S. 
Patent 5,614,993. 

Referring to claim 10, Smith et al. teach the image forming apparatus (reproduction 
apparatus including, for example, printers and copiers) including a making section (marking 
engine) for making the image data on a sheet and a print section (development station) executing 
print on the basis of the image reproduction conditions, as recited in column 3, lines 55-67 and 
continuing onto column 4, lines 1-24. This is further shown in Figures 1 and 2. Although Smith 
et al. do not explicitly teach the image forming apparatus being a stencil printing machine, they 
do teach the ability to produce the image on paper of various types (column 1, lines 15-21) and 
the process of printing on the sheets of paper disclosed by Smith et al. (including a making 
section and a printing section) is the same as that recited in claim 10. One of ordinary skill 
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would have known to use this process with any capable printing device, such as a stencil printing 
machine or any other type of printer. The examiner takes Office Notice of this teaching. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to include the stencil printing machine as a type of image 
forming apparatus taught by Smith et al. in order to allow users to set the conditions (such as 
letter size and shape) for the printed sheets used for stencil lettering. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 17 June 2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

6. The applicant asserts that Smith et al. fail to teach "a complete set of hierarchical multi- 
stage predetermined conditions to be set up for all stages of the hierarchy " is stored. The 
examiner respectfully disagrees. As shown in Figure 7 and recited in column 6, lines 9-27, an 
overview summary screen of the job is displayed, which contains a complete set of hierarchical 
multi-stage setup conditions for all stages of the hierarchy, i.e. the standard features, job level 
features and page level features. The standard features, job level features and page level features 
are hierarchical stages in the setup of the current job in that users can set up the various sub- 
features under the three categories via sub-screens and all of the sub-features set up under the 
three categories can be displayed on the overview summary screen shown in Figure 7. 
Specifically, the applicant asserts that there is no mention of the memory being used to store a 
hierarchical package of set-up conditions for a print job such that a complete package of all 
stages of a hierarchy of the particular stored print job can be recalled and reused. The examiner 
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respectfully disagrees. Smith et al. teach that job setups can be stored as "saved jobs" in the 
memory and subsequently retrieved via actuation of the memory key 43 on panel 13, as recited 
in column 8, line 48 - column 9, line 6. Furthermore, in the example given in column 9, lines 
13-61 and shown in Figure 27, Smith et al. teach that users can save the exemplary job 10 with 
setup conditions from a plurality of hierarchical stages, including conditions under standard 
features, job level features and page level features categories in the apparatus' memory. 
Furthermore, Smith et al. teach that "Job 10" can be retrieved from the store/retrieve memory 
screen shown in Figure 25. Therefore, the examiner respectfully contends that Smith et al. teach 
storing a complete set of hierarchical multi-stage predetermined conditions to be set up for all 
stages of the hierarchy in memory to be retrieved. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ting Zhou whose telephone number is (571) 272-4058. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached at (571) 272-4048. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-4058. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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